
celluloid jacket, respiratory gymnastics) must also play an

important part.
The surgical method, with the use of the bone graft, follow¬

ing the Albee procedure, is not much in vogue in France. In
spite of the interest that has been awakened in the Albee
method by reason of its perfectly regulated technic, aside
from paralytic scoliosis, the indications for the bone graft are

few in number.

Legal Aspects of Attacks by a Pharmacist on the
Professional Reputation of a Physician

In the Annales d'hygiène publique et de médecine légale,
E.-H. Perreau, professor of the Faculty of Law at Toulouse,
discusses the delicate question as to what extent a pharmacist
has the right to criticize medical prescriptions. In filling a

prescription exactly as it reads, a pharmacist can be called to
account only on two grounds ; namely, in case it does not meet
with the regular requirements, and in case the prescription is
dangerous for the patient. Under either of these circum¬
stances he has the right to refuse to fill a prescription, in
which case he should state his reasons in moderate language.
If, in his charges, he goes beyond these limitations, he renders
himself liable if he injures the reputation of the physician.

Whenever a pharmacist, on the occasion of filling a med¬
ical prescription, makes an allegation, either directly or

impliedly, prejudicial to the reputation of the physician who
signed the prescription, and not indispensable in connection
with his own personal responsibility in the matter, he com¬

mits a misdemeanor rendering him liable to make pecuniary
amends to the physician so damaged. If, in his opinion, a

given prescription is inapt, he can, before filling it, refer it
back to the physician who signed it, in order to assure him¬
self that no error obtains ; but he must refrain from declaring
to the client that, in his opinion, the prescription is inapt. He
does not possess in the matter the scientific competence that
would permit him to pass judgment on the conduct of the
physician. Even the mere refusal to fill a prescription, though
no reason for the refusal is assigned, is sufficient to awaken
doubts prejudicial to the skill of the physician who gave it,
and therefore constitutes likewise a misdemeanor on the part
of the pharmacist for which he becomes pecuniarily liable.

Furthermore, assuming that the pharmacist's professional
responsibility is involved; that is, supposing the matter comes

under the head of the two cases cited above, he must never¬

theless refrain from all comment of a disagreeable nature
and from all critical remarks reflecting on the reputation of
the writer of the prescription, such remarks being absolutely
useless as regards his own responsibility.

Aside from being subject to the assessment of damages
based on the pecuniary interests involved, the delinquent is
usually liable, in addition, to penalties imposed by the
tribunaux de répression, which have jurisdiction in cases

involving defamation and public injury, and also in injury
not public.

BUCHAREST
(From Our Regular Correspondent)

Nov. 10, 1920.
The Law of Anticipation in the Insane

According to Dr. Kener, director of a large lunatic asylum,
insanity, when transmitted, occurs at an earlier age in each
successive generation. Of 250 pairs of parents and offspring,
39 per cent, of the offspring were found to have had their first
attack of insanity before the age of 25, a considerable portion
being congenital imbeciles. Mothers transmitted much more

frequently than fathers, and daughters are affected more often
than sons; also the offspring are affected at about half the
age of the parent, being in most instances either congenital
imbeciles or cases of adolescent insanity. Similar inheri-

tance was very striking in recurrent periodic insanity and
in paranoia. The study of pedigrees reveals the differences
of manifestation of a neuropathic taint. In some members
of the tainted stock it may appear as chorea, epilepsy,
migraine, neurasthenia, exophthalmic goiter or diabetes; in
others, it may be a matter of temperament, eccentricity, exal-
tation, melancholy or feeble will power. He said that a

neurotic inheritance is liable to bring about the establishment
of certain morbid mental habits; and when such an inheri¬
tance is strong, there is great risk of the development of
organized delusions. Proper care may keep the latter ten¬
dencies in check, but an improper environment in which there
is temptation to drink, evil companions, and the like, may
result in insanity, crime or suicide. In a third generation
these inborn tendencies may appear in a more intensive form,
resulting in congenital imbecility and feeblemindedness. Dr.
Kener has found this to be the case when two first cousins,
not insane but coming of a tainted stock, have married and
borne children.

The Diagnostic Value of the Wassermann Reaction
Dr. Adolf Erdös of Oradea-Mare, Transylvania, Roumania,

who during the war had under his care a military venereal
hospital with a turnover of between 18,000 and 20,000 syphilitic
cases a year, had ample means to investigate the diagnostic
value of the Wassermann reaction, and at a recent meeting of
the Transylvanian Medical Club pointed out that while a

positive reaction may indicate that the individual is syphilitic,
it does not prove that the lesion in question is syphilitic. This
caution is necessary, for instance, with lesions of the tongue,
in which epithelioma often supervenes on syphilitic leuko-
plakia.

With regard to the effect of treatment on the reaction,
energetic mercurialization begun early and long continued
restores the serum to its normal condition. Early commence¬
ment and longer duration of treatment are important factors
in converting a positive into a negative reaction. A positive
reaction in a latent case is an indication for further treatment.
A positive reaction in a mother who has borne an apparently
healthy child is an indication for treatment of the child also.
The question remains as to the value of the reaction in deter¬
mining the duration of treatment. The reaction may be posi¬
tive when symptoms are absent. This may be due to lesions
of the internal organs, but not always, as the virus is known
to remain alive (in monkeys) for a long time without pro¬
ducing obvious changes in the tissues. At the same time, the
spirochetes may pervert tissue metabolism so as to lead to
premature senescence without obvious lesions. It is best to
regard a positive reaction as a sign that gross effects are
liable to occur at any time, and hence as an indication for
further treatment.

A Case of Cantharides Poisoning
A man, aged 54, previously healthy, who was to be married

the next day to a girl of 23, took some pills prepared by a

friend, a chemist, to promote success with his bride. The
pills contained a large dose of cantharides. The man was
taken suddenly ill with priapism, sickness and faintness,
hematuria, pain in the stomach, back and intestine, and
intense thirst, and died two days afterward. The symptoms,
as narrated at the inquest, were: a distinct discoloration of
the whole surface of the body, amounting to a kind of reddish
brown, with a dark almost black patch extending across the
bridge of the nose on to both cheeks, the color becoming
deeper in hue later; blueness of the tips of the fingers and
the mucous surfaces of the mouth ; suppression or retention
of urine; pulse, 120; conjunctivae, yellow; pupils, contracted.
At the postmortem examination the spleen and kidneys were
found to be acutely inflamed, the intestine, slightly; there
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was deep staining of the inner surface of the heart and the
arteries ; there was no peritonitis ; the bladder was full of
urine, blood stained and albuminous ; a small amount of
cantharidin was obtained from the urine.

The Infectivity of Tuberculosis
The Bucharest Commission on Tuberculosis issued its

report in November, giving definite answers to certain definite
questions submitted to the commission. These answers are

derived from a mass of experiments carried out on behalf of
the commission at a huge government farm, and may be thus
summarized :

1. In many cases, human tuberculosis is identical with the bovine
disease.

2. Mammals and man can be reciprocally infected with the disease.
3. Tuberculosis can be communicated to man from infected cow's

milk or tuberculous meat (pork or beef) ; but the danger from fowls,
geese, turkeys is negligible.

4. Títere are three distinct types of tubercle bacilli: avian, bovine
and human.

5. The bacillus of lupus is of the bovine order, but is of a modified
type and differs in certain respects from the usual bovine bacillus
found in cattle.

Rat Extermination
The recent scare of plague in Turkey and also in some parts

of Bulgaria and Greece has emphasized the need that exists
for some safe and sure method of exterminating rats, which
are, as is generally known, a common medium by which
plague is introduced or spread. The ordinary methods of
shooting, hunting by dogs, cats or ferrets, and catching in
traps are not wholesale enough, while poisoning with arsenic,
phosphorus, strychnin and barium is dangerous to other
animals, and may cause a nuisance or danger to the health of
human beings by reason of the poisoned rats dying and
remaining under floor-boards and afterward putrefying. Con¬
sequently, bacteriologists have suggested some form of dis¬
ease, which is slowly fatal to

·

rats and other rodents but
harmless to other animals, being spread among the rats, which
in their turn would continue to spread the disease by infec¬
tion from one to another. There are diseases which affect
only animals of certain species, as hog colera and swine fever,
and bacteriology has succeeded in furnishing germs that cause

disease (affecting the intestine) in rats and other rodents,
but apparently, so far as we can judge at present, not in other
animals. These bacillary poisons or toxins vary somewhat,
at least in name. Those that have already been introduced
and are spoken of more or less as effecting the purpose men¬
tioned are: ratin, rathite, Liverpool virus (English make),
rattintod (German) and ratomurin (Hungarian). The bacilli
are cultivated on various mediums, and mixed with food that
rats eat. The effect of the bacillus or its toxin on the rat is
to produce intestinal (infectious) disease, spread through the
feces to other rats through the medium of food. Reports as

to success in practice of these bacillary or microbial poisons
are at present contradictory, and the results vary—probably
owing to the varying potency of the toxins used, and the
varying susceptibility of the rats. Some rats may be immune,
or may become so when fed with small quantities of a diluted
culture or a culture of low toxicity.

The Law Against Illegal Use of a Medical Title
A limited company was considered as a "Dental Sanatorium

Limited" in Bucharest and was under the direction of a non-

registered dental surgeon, who described himself as "M.D.,
U. S.  ., Specialist, Managing Director." An injunction was

applied for by the Society of Dental Surgeons and was

granted, it being held that, although the limited company
(société anonyme) was not a "person" within the meaning of
the medical act, the title used, viz., "M.D., U. S.  ., Specialist,
Managing Director of the Dental Sanatorium," inferred that
the director was a practitioner of dental surgery, contrary to

the provisions of the act, which says that the head of a dental
surgery can be only a dental surgeon, who may employ as

assistant any general practitioner as to his liking, and that
consequently,,an injunction must be granted restraining both
the company and the managing director from using any
description of such director indicating that he was a dental
surgeon or a practitioner of dental surgery or any brand
thereof.

Marriages

Joseph Alton Hoegen, Lieut., M. C, U. S. Navy, to Dr.
Edna Thomas McHuch of Monticello, Iowa, at Savannah,
Ga., Jan. 24, 1920.

Henry Martyn Field to Miss Florence Marion Cassidy,
both of Princess Anne, Md., December 15.

A. Aldridge Matthews, Spokane, Wash., to Miss Carrie
Hopkins of Seattle, at Spokane, November 17.

Charles Thompson Fisher to Miss Ellen Dale McMaster,
both of Norwood, Mass., December 15.

Walter William Horst,· Globe, Ariz., to Miss Edna L.
Bundy of Lima, Ohio, November 25.

Samuel Philipson, Brooklyn, to Miss Edith Alderman of
New Haven, Conn., December 5.

.

Joe Mullineaux Neal to Miss Ann Dahl, both of Minne¬
apolis, December 8.

Deaths

Henry J. B. Wright ® San Jose, Calif.; Cincinnati College
of Medicine and Surgery, 1875; Jefferson Medical College,
Philadelphia, 1881 ; aged 69; a member of the board of health
and health officer of San Jose; one of the founders of the
Santa Clara County Medical Society, and for many years
president of the California Historical Society; died, Decem¬
ber 15, from myocarditis.

Squire LaRue Helm, Lexington, Ky. ; Louisville, Medical
College, 1874; aged 66; a member of the Kentucky State Med¬
ical Association; at one time city and county physician of
Lexington; formerly superintendent of the Kentucky Institu¬
tion for Feeble-Minded, Frankfort; died at a hospital in
Baltimore, December 9, following an operation.

Alexander Franklin Jones, Cameron, N. C. ; North Caro¬
lina Medical College, Charlotte, 1915; aged 29; lieutenant,
M. C, U. S. Army, with service overseas; was instantly killed,
December 10, when the automobile in which he was riding
was struck by a passenger train at a grade crossing.

John Oliver Marble, Worcester, Mass.; Georgetown Univer¬
sity School of Medicine, Washington, D. C, 1868; aged 81;
a member of the Massachusetts Medical Society ; an employee
of the War Department from 1864 to 1866, and of the Treasury
Department from 1866 to 1869; died, December 9.

Frank Bond Rosson, San Francisco ; Vanderbilt University
Medical School, Nashville, Tenn., 1915; aged 28; assistant
pathologist at the University of California, San Francisco;
died in a hospital at Los Angeles, December 2, following an
operation for mastoiditis.

William H. Mcllvain, Kenfon, Ohio; Western Reserve Uni¬
versity, Cleveland, 1870; aged 78; who served with the
Eleventh Indiana Volunteer Infantry during the Civil War;
a practitioner of Kenton for thirty-eight years ; died, Octo¬
ber 12.

William Herman Buechner ® Youngstown, Ohio; Western
Reserve University, Cleveland, 1885; aged 56; a specialist in
surgery ; a member of the American College of Surgeons ; died
at a hospital in Youngstown, December 14, from pneumonia.

[unk] Indicates "Fellow" of the American Medical Association.
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